neu overexpression correlates with extent of disease in large cell ductal carcinoma in situ of the breast.
In a retrospective study of ductal carcinoma in situ (DCIS) of the breast, the expression of the neu oncogene was determined immunohistochemically in 76 women treated by local excision or mastectomy. The histopathological features, including the extent of the lesion, histological subtype, cell type, and number of mitoses, were related to neu overexpression. Immunopositivity was found only in DCIS of large cell type, where it correlated with extent of disease but not with mitotic rate. Our findings, together with previous experimental evidence, suggest that this relationship is a consequence of the effect of the neu protein on cell motility.